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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To shorten the time needed for 
transmission and reception by making the amount of sent and 
received data small, when multimedia data which include attached 
data of an image, such as an icon image and sound, are sent and 
received. 

SOLUTION: A mail-generating and transmitting device generates an 
ID, corresponding to the attached data of an image and sound in the 
multimedia data and sends the multimedia data having its attached 
data replaced with the ID to a mail-receiving and reproducing device 
3 via a network. This mail- receiving and reproducing device 3 
generates actual data, corresponding to the ID and reproduces the 
image and sound that the actual data represents. The attached data, 
ID, and actual data are categorized and registered, and an ID and 
actual data which are approximate substitute based on the 
categories. 
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